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INTRODUCTION

Last year we contributed to numerous successes

for LGBT+ persons in Poland, such as the Supreme Court
ruling on gender recognition procedures and the European
Court of Justice ruling on the transcription of foreign
same-sex marriage certificates. At the same time it was

a year of disappointments, such as when the President
referred an amendment to the Criminal Code on hate
crimes to the Constitutional Tribunal.

Despite the challenges ahead, we at the Campaign
Against Homophobia are not going to give up. In 2025
we met with ministers, ran the “Pride & Parent” project,
“the Equal Families” initiative and many more to create
a safer future for our community. We also organized
numerous training sessions and workshops.

And these are just a couple of our accomplishments
that we share in this year's summary.

We also saw significant changes within KPH. After 20
years, Mirka Makuchowska, a director, long-time member
and co-founder of our organization, left our team.

As a new director | took up the baton to continue the
impressive activities of our association. | know that
Campaign Against Homophobia will be present wherever
the discussions about our rights take place and whenever
the LGBT+ movement becomes visible and strong
throughout Poland.

That is why we are happy to share everything we achieved
in the area of the LGBT+ rights in Poland over the past
year. We can promise you that we will not slow down

in the new year and we already have new projects

and initiatives on the horizon that we cannot wait to share
with you.

MIKO CZERWINSKI
Director of Campaign Against
Homophobia




POLITICS

2025 was a year of many
disappointments and political twists and
turns. Above all, it showed that nothing
can be taken for granted and that our role
is to keep a close eye on those in power
and constantly raise our expectations

of politicians: bold decisions, respect
for LGBT+ persons, and open dialogue,
without political calculations and party
strategies. Only consistent work can
raise the bar set for us by politicians.

photo by Emilia Oksentowicz

PRZEMEK WALAS
Advocacy Manager
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LGBT+ FREE ZONES BECAME HISTORY

On April 24, the tancut County Council repealed the last discriminatory Local Government

Charter of Family Rights. This means that six years after the implementation of the first resolution
targeting LGBT+ persons, the last one was finally dropped. This closes a dark chapter in the history
of Polish local government, in which overt discrimination against LGBT+ persons in public life

was possible.

This change was enabled by the involvement of civil society organizations and activists.

KPH together with twelve other non-governmental organizations from all over Poland established
the Coalition for Equal Rights “Equality Watch”. Working actively in monitoring committees,

we observed and reacted whenever there was a risk EU funds allocation would diminish the
Charter of Fundamental Rights.

READ MORE:

« “LGBT-Free Zones” In Poland Became History!



https://kph.org.pl/en/lgbt-free-zones-in-poland-became-history/
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THE CONSTITUTIONAL
TRIBUNAL RUINED

THE CHANCE TO PROTECT
AGAINST HATRED

At the beginning of 2025 the Parliament
adopted the amendment to the

criminal code concerning hate speech
and hate crime acts that would have
written sexual orientation into the

list of specially protected premises.
Unfortunately, as a result of a decision
by President Andrzej Duda, the bill was
referred to the Constitutional Tribunal,
which ruled it unconstitutional.

In the Tribunal’s opinion, the proposed
amendment violated the constitutionally
protected freedom of speech.

PRESIDENT ANDRZEJ DUDA
ENDED HIS SECOND TERM
IN OFFICE

The ten year long presidency of
Andrzej Duda came to an end and it -
will be remembered by many LGBT+ A“drzelu!
persons as a period of deepening R

stigmatization, hate speech and ¥ -

exclusion. The end of his second Kﬂﬂclv Sl@ prezyde“t“ra Dudy
term was an opportunity for us to
publish a “no thank you"” farewell
message on social media for his
statements and actions, which had
a real impact on reducing the sense
of security and dignity of LGBT+
persons in Poland.

Nie dg_!glgujemy Ci,



https://www.instagram.com/reel/DM0SuR0i7bb/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
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THE “EQUAL FAMILIES” PROJECT HAS BEEN LAUNCHED

In 2025 we launched our “Equal Families” project, which gives a voice to those who know best
what rainbow parenting is all about. The rainbow moms are the ones who tell their stories

in their own words. They talk about their everyday lives, dreams and difficulties, are the ones
who show why changing the law is necessary here and now and meet with politicians,

media and culture personalities.

On December 17 after a conference in the Sejm, representatives of the project handed out
Christmas cards to members of Parliament from all political groups. This symbolic gesture called
for legal protection for children growing up in rainbow families and for the state to recognize
their social parents.
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A BILL ON THE “STATUS OF THE CLOSEST PERSON” WAS PRESENTED

After two years of Donald Tusk’s in office, the governing coalition presented a draft bill on the
“Status of the Closest Person in a Relationship and Cohabitation Agreement” prepared by the
Polish People’s Party (PSL) and the Left party.The draft does not introduce either marriage equality
or civil partnerships — it only gives a minimal sense of security to people who have been deprived
of any legal protection for over 20 years now.

This solution is insufficient in terms of public expectations and support but at the same time
it is a small step forward, which should be accepted as the absolute minimum of respect and
responsibility of the state towards LGBT+ community.

READ MORE:

+ No longer about civil partnerships, but about the law on the status of a next of kin in a relationship and a cohabitation
agreement



https://kph.org.pl/en/no-longer-about-civil-partnerships-but-about-the-law-on-the-status-of-a-next-of-kin-in-a-relationship-and-a-cohabitation-agreement/
https://kph.org.pl/en/no-longer-about-civil-partnerships-but-about-the-law-on-the-status-of-a-next-of-kin-in-a-relationship-and-a-cohabitation-agreement/

The year 2025 will be perceived as a balancing
act between the lack of necessary and long-
awaited legislative changes and landmark
rulings: the amendment to the criminal code,
which had the support of the parliamentary
majority did not come into force, but the
European Court of Human Rights issued

a ruling in the case of Bednarek and others

v. Poland. The Civil partnerships bill draft was
replaced by the Cohabitation Act draft and

in the same year a Polish court recognized
the partner of a deceased person as a member
of the immediate family under civil law.

However, we still do not have marriage
equality and government bills do not address
the issue of recognizing marriages concluded
abroad, even though the Court of Justice

of the European Union has obliged Poland

to do so. The Supreme Court's resolution

will not change our demands for a good
self-determination law. It was certainly

a year of great hope, some disappointment
and several positive rulings of Polish and
European courts.

ANNAMARIA LINCZOWSKA
Advocacy and Litigation Coordinator
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FAVORABLE VERDICT IN THE CASE
OF MARTA V. THE MUNICIPALITY OF StAWA

After almost 10 years of litigation the court granted Marta a compensation for the death of her
partner, recognizing the municipality’s responsibility and equating their relationship with marriage.
The ruling highlights the consequences of a lack of civil partnerships in Poland and is another
argument for the urgent introduction of legal regulations protecting same-sex couples.

A LANDMARK RULING BY THE COURT OF JUSTICE OF THE EUROPEAN UNION
ON THE RECOGNITION OF SAME-SEX MARRIAGES

The Court of Justice of the European Union ruled that Poland is obligated to recognize foreign
same-sex marriages. The ruling was issued in response to a preliminary question from the
Supreme Administrative Court and clearly indicates that a refusal to transcribe such marriages
violates EU law, including freedom of movement and the right to family life.

This landmark ruling obligates Poland to introduce administrative solutions for the transcription of
marriage certificates but for full equality and protection of same-sex couples it is also necessary to
introduce civil partnerships or marriage equality by law.

READ MORE:

« Groundbreaking CJEU ruling: Failure to transcribe a foreign same-sex marriage certificate is incompatible with EU law

COURT VICTORY IN THE CASE OF BEDNAREK AND OTHERS V. POLAND

The European Court of Human Rights ruled that Poland violated the European Convention on
Human Rights by failing to provide effective protection against homophobic crimes. The case
concerned a violent attack on three men in Warsaw in 2013, which Polish courts had treated as
a “simple” assault, ignoring the homophobic motivation of the perpetrators. This is the first such
ruling against Poland and a clear signal that the lack of protection for LGBT+ persons in criminal
law is incompatible with human rights.


https://kph.org.pl/en/groundbreaking-cjeu-ruling-failure-to-transcribe-a-foreign-same-sex-marriage-certificate-is-incompatible-with-eu-law/
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THE SUPREME COURT SIMPLIFIED THE GENDER RECOGNITION PROCEDURE

In its resolution dated March 4th, the Supreme Court simplified the gender recognition procedure
in Poland indicating that transgender persons will no longer have to sue their parents and that

the only other party to the proceedings may be their spouse. This is a significant change from

the previous harmful court practice that had generated stress, costs and family conflicts,
particularly when the applicant was not accepted by their family members. Although the Supreme
Court’s decision is a step in the right direction, it still shows the urgent need for statutory regulation
of the gender recognition procedure.

10 —



SUPPORTING
THE MOVEMENT

This year spending time with the community was
the best thing for me. Queer cinema screenings,
which were held all over Poland, also in our office
so that we were able to watch and discuss unique
films together.

We launched another edition of the ,Wspolnymi
sitami” (,Building Equality Together”) program with
grant recipients and members of organizations
participating in our workshops. It was a great time
to exchange good practices and get to know each
other better. Spending time with queer moms was
an absolutely unique experience for me.

| heard many opinions that what we do changes
the lives of the participants and that we should
carry on organizing these meetings.

The icing on the cake and at the same time the
most touching moment of the year for me was
the news that the couples who had participated in MAGDALENA WIECH

our workshops became parents. This is probably the LGBT+ Movement Support Coordinator
most beautiful evidence that this “life change” is real.
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WE CONDUCTED THE “PRIDE & PARENT” WORKSHOPS

In 2025 four editions of the “Pride & Parent” workshops were held for queer women* who had been
considering motherhood or had already been parents. We created a safe space for conversation,
exchange of experiences, and an opportunity to acquire reliable knowledge. The series

culminated in publishing an e-book titled “Pride & Parent — Rainbow Parenting in Poland”

(in Polish), the first comprehensive study created for women* planning parenthood in same-sex
relationships.
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READ MORE:

« The “Pride & Parent — Rainbow Parenthood in Poland” e-book is now available!

« Another edition of Pride & Parent workshops is behind us, online workshops coming soon!



https://akcje.kph.org.pl/prideparent/
https://kph.org.pl/en/the-pride-parent-rainbow-parenthood-in-poland-e-book-is-now-available/
https://kph.org.pl/en/another-edition-of-pride-parent-workshops-is-behind-us-online-workshops-coming-soon/
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WE RAN A SOCIAL CAMPAIGN CALLED “ALL FAMILIES MATTER”

Our social campaign “All families matter” gave a voice to the families and friends of LGBT+
community. It brought up the issue of why persons who love each other should be able to

enter into a relationship and enjoy legal protection in Poland. As part of the campaign,

a letter was sent to the prime minister and leaders of the ruling coalition parties, in which allies and
families of the LGBT+ community appealed for legal protection for their LGBTI+ loved ones. The
campaign emphasized that the lack of legal equality affects not only queer persons but also their
communities and families.

>

READ MORE:

- Today marks the launch of the “All Families Matter” campaign. Say YES to protecting same-sex relationships in Poland!
Support the call of families and loved ones of LGBT+ peaple!

- Social campaign website

RODZINY
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https://wszystkierodziny.pl/
https://kph.org.pl/en/today-marks-the-launch-of-the-all-families-matter-campaign-say-yes-to-protecting-same-sex-relationships-in-poland-support-the-call-of-families-and-loved-ones-of-lgbt-people/
https://kph.org.pl/en/today-marks-the-launch-of-the-all-families-matter-campaign-say-yes-to-protecting-same-sex-relationships-in-poland-support-the-call-of-families-and-loved-ones-of-lgbt-people/
https://wszystkierodziny.pl/
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Jak mowic, by nie wykluczac?

Poradnik od Rady Jgzyka Neutralnego (zaimhi.pl)
oraz Kampanii Przeciw Homofabii dla organizacji i osdh aktywistyczoych

Dsoby autorskie: Andrea Vos (ono/jeno), Szymon Misiek (on/jego),
Anna Tess Gotebiowska (ono/jego)

Redakcja i skiad graficzny: Kampania Przeciw Homofobii

A GUIDE TO INCLUSIVE
LANGUAGE HAS BEEN CREATED

On the occasion of Polish Non-Binary Day
and in cooperation with the Neutral Language
Council we prepared a free guide entitled
“How to speak without excluding others?”

(in Polish) dedicated to inclusive language.
The publication explains in an accessible way
what the ‘non-binary’ means, why language
matters, and how to use neutral forms and
pronouns in everyday communication.

WE CO-CREATED THE “QUEER CINEMA”
PROJECT IN SMALL TOWNS

Our collaboration with OUTfilm as part of

the “Queer cinema” project made queer
culture accessible outside of large cities.

As part of the initiative we co-prepared a film
catalog and a package of communication
materials to be shared during film screenings,
which were organized in towns with less

than 200.000 inhabitants even with limited
technical capabilities. The project supported
local communities in organizing screenings
combined with discussions, debates and other
accompanying events strengthening the visibility
and integration of LGBT+ people throughout
Poland.

14 —


https://kph.org.pl/jak-mowic-by-nie-wykluczac-nowy-poradnik-we-wspolpracy-z-rada-jezyka-neutralnego-juz-dostepny/
https://kph.org.pl/jak-mowic-by-nie-wykluczac-nowy-poradnik-we-wspolpracy-z-rada-jezyka-neutralnego-juz-dostepny/
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WE CARRIED OUT THE “RAINBOW CALENDAR” PROJECT

The “Rainbow calendar” is a series published on social media, dedicated to important dates and
holidays for the LGBT+ community. As part of the project we published humerous educational
materials explaining concepts, historical and social contexts, as well as pop culture and current
events phenomena.

The Rainbow calendar was also a space for cooperation with other groups and organizations
strengthening the visibility, solidarity and networking within the LGBT+ movement in Poland.
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THE SECOND EDITION OF THE “BUILDING EQUALITY TOGETHER”
GRANT PROGRAM WAS HELD IN COOPERATION WITH CD PROJEKT RED

In 2025 we continued the ,Building Equality Together” grant program, which aims to strengthen
local groups and organizations working for the LGBT+ community in towns with up to 250,000
residents. The program offers grantsranging from PLN 5.000 to PLN 10.000 for community,
educational and cultural activities as well as competence support for groups with basic grant-
seeking experience. A total of PLN 70.000 has been allocated to the implementation of initiatives
so far and the program continues with the support of CD PROJEKT RED.

READ MORE:

- We're launching the next edition of the grant programme “Building Equality Together”

15 —


https://kph.org.pl/en/were-launching-the-next-edition-of-the-grant-programme-building-equality-together/
https://www.instagram.com/p/DSAOSfQjOCS/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/DPi1R5nDCOn/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA%3D%3D
https://www.instagram.com/p/DNxmBS82CNZ/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==
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WE SUPPORTED EQUALITY MARCHES

In 2025 we once again supported local equality marches throughout Poland, preparing 15 free
march packages for activists organizing events in towns with up to 200.000 inhabitants.

The packages included rainbow flags with the slogan “Civil partnerships NOW!”, pins, stickers,
and fans, all with the aim to raise awareness of equality issues.




BUSINESS

2025 was a year of major changes: a greater
cooperation with business, the KPH Inclusion+
Quality Certificate is just the beginning of our
activities. Be sure to follow us in 2026!

We are preparing many new activities that

will enhance the well-being of LGBT+ persons
in the workplace.

MIt0SZ PRZEPIORKOWSKI
Strategic Cooperation Specialist
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WE INTRODUCED THE INCLUSION+ PRODUCT

Last year we created the Quality Certificate: Inclusion+, a comprehensive three-month
implementation program for organizations that want to move on from declarations to real,
measurable changes for equality. The program includes training, consultations with the HR
department, and tools to support the analysis and change of procedures as well as their adaptation
to the specific needs of the organization.
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WE LAUNCHED A NEW TRAINING PACKAGE

We created a new training package for companies, incl:

— what does the acronym LGBTQIAP+ stand for,

- how to deal with minority stress,

- inclusive language in theory and practice,

— inclusive HR,

- how to be a good ally,

- the history of the LGBT+ movement in Poland and around the world,
- neurodiversity and queer

..and many more. We also prepare training courses and workshops designed for specific needs of
various companies.They are conducted in Polish, English and German.

18 —
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ANOTHER EDITION OF KORONY ROWNOSCI (CROWNS OF EQUALITY) IS BEHIND US

In 2025 another edition of the Korony Réwnosci (Crowns of Equality) gala took place — one of the
most important and prestigious awards in Poland for individuals, groups, and institutions working
for the LGBT+ community. The awards were presented in eight categories: Activism, Institutions,
Law, Politics, Media, Internet, Culture, and Business, for activities carried out between July 2024
and June 2025. At the event, which was attended by several hundred people, many important
words were spoken:

“The Crown of Equality is very valuable, but | would rather not receive it and instead live in a country
where the rights of LGBT+ people are protected, and where | can do something other than try to
catch up with the West in my professional life,” said one of the winners, Pawet Marcisz.

READ MORE:

« 2025 Equality Crowns Gala: Video Coverage
- A Celebration of Courage and Equality — Crowns Of Equality 2025 Awarded



https://kph.org.pl/en/2025-equality-crowns-gala-video-coverage/
https://kph.org.pl/en/a-celebration-of-courage-and-equality-crowns-of-equality-2025-awarded/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqooYhoYQjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqooYhoYQjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hqooYhoYQjk
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THE THIRD EDITION OF WORKSHOPS WITH SEPHORA POLAND TOOK PLACE

This was the third edition of the “Classes for Confidence” workshop series for transgender people
organized by Sephora Poland in cooperation with KPH. The empowering makeup workshops led

by professionals from the Sephora Makeup Team, took place in 10 cities and online in a safe and
inclusive space.

20 —
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WE TOOK PART IN THE MANY MORNINGS CAMPAIGN “SOCKS THAT HELP”

LIMITOWANA EDYCJA

In 2025 we became beneficiaries of a campaign

run by the Many Mornings brand. As part of the project
a famous dancer, choreographer, and influencer
Dominik Wiecek designed a limited edition of socks
with their sale revenues going to KPH. We in turn
allocated these funds, amounting to approximately

PLN 20.000, to mini-grants for local LGBT+ organizations
in Poland. They facilitated the support for initiatives
that build the safety and visibility of LGBT+ people

in smaller towns.

A NEW DIRECTOR HAS TAKEN THE HELM AT KPH

photo by Arek Urbaniec

At the end of 2025 after 20 years of working for the
organization, Mirka Makuchowska stepped down as
director of KPH. Miko Czerwinski was appointed as a
new director.

“In the opinion of the KPH management board, Miko
was the best candidate with the most experience in
building relationships with donors, advocacy, and
many other areas that are key to the functioning of our
organization” — said Blanka Rozbicka, a member of the
KPH management board.

“I am very excited to hand over the reins to Miko
Czerwinski, a person with vast experience, vision, and
energy. | am convinced that Miko's leadership will take
KPH to a new stage of development and allow us to
carry out our mission even more effectively. He is the
right person in the right place” — commented Mirka
Makuchowska.

READ MORE:

« Miko Czerwinski takes over at KPH as the new director [INTERVIEW]

- After 20 years, Mirka Makuchowska says goodbye to KPH

2N —


https://kph.org.pl/en/miko-czerwinski-takes-over-at-kph-as-the-new-director-interview/
https://kph.org.pl/en/after-20-years-mirka-makuchowska-says-goodbye-to-kph/

WE BECAME A SOCIAL PARTNER i
OF THE MUSICAL J AM | E M
“EVERYBODY'S TALKING ABOUT JAMIE” AL

In 2025 our association became a social partner of the musical “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie”
directed by Agnieszka Ptoszajska at the Syrena Theater in Warsaw. This story about overcoming
barriers and fighting for your dreams is considered one of the best British musicals of recent years.

THANKS TO YOU, WE HAVE RAISED OVER PLN 1.4 MILLION FROM 1.5%!

Last year, nearly 7.000 people placed their trust in us, and we collected over PLN 1.4 million from
the 1.5% of annual income tax of individuals who had decided to grant us their share.

This is enormous support that enables us to continue our work for LGBT+ people in our country,
through advocacy, education, activism, and community building. The Campaign Against
Homophobia (KPH) is not just an association - it is a movement and a community that works
for change and brings tangible results. Together, we are building a Poland of equal rights.

laced I from the 1,5%
7000 people "= || pLN 1.4 million &oma

HELP US CONTINUE OUR WORK THIS YEAR!

Donate 1.5% of your tax to KPH!
KRS 0000 111 209

Support us regularly or make a one-time donation and ensure the stability of our activities.



https://kph.org.pl/przekaz-darowizne/
https://kph.org.pl/en/donate/
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THANK YOU FOR
BEING WITH US'

The team, the management hoard, and the members of KPH, photo by Mirek Kazmierczak

LET’S STAY IN TOUCH
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